My Sister’s House News

an e-newsletter from My Sister’s House, Inc.

dark alley...a “bad” part of town...a shadowy
Apgure approaching in a deserted parking
garage late at night....these are the scenes most
of us envision when we think about being victimized by
criminals. Once home with our partners and families,
we feel safe from the threat of violence that we associate
with strangers and city streets. So you may be surprised
to learn that over 40% of the violent crime that takes
place in South Carolina occurs in 6domestic victim to
offender relationships.0 This revelation is one among
many startling statistics documented in 0Rule of Thumb
A Five Year Overview of Domestic Violence in South
Carolina,6 published in May 2010 by the South Carolina
Department of Public Safety.

Based on a review of incident reports submitted to the
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division from 2004
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incidents per 10,000 people, which translates to over 60,000
reports during the period under review). Females are the
victims in 82% of the incidents between romantic partners,
80% of the incidents between spouses, and 79% of the inci-
dents between ex-spouses.

Thinking of South Carolina as 6homeo6, with its sunny
weather and relaxed pace of life, many citizens are taken
aback each year when annual rankings of domestic homi-
cide consistently place our state in the top ten in the nation.
Federal Bureau of Investigation data from 2007 analyzed by
the Violence Policy Center reveals South Carolinais most re-
cent ranking is eighth in the country for male homicide of
females.

Within the state, the SCDPS publication shows Horry
County ranked prst in reported incidents of domestic vio-

lence in 2008, with 4,197 victims. Greenville (3,915 vic-
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When crime strikes home

to 2008, this report is an eye-opening look at the types
and levels of violence that spouses, ex-spouses, romantic
partners, and family members inyict upon one another.
The 273,000 incidents reported during the pve year
period included 446 homicides, 6,478 incidents of sexual
violence, and over 47,000 aggravated assaults within
domestic relationships.

Over 121,000 injuries were associated with the inci-
dents reported in the study. It was estimated from of-
pcersi reports that at least 13,000 of these were major in-
juries (broken bones, internal injuries, severe lacerations,
etc.).

Other aspects of the pndings come as no surprise to ad-
vocates who work with victims of domestic abuse. Most
victims are female (74%) and the highest victimization
rate is reported by those in the 18 - 24 age range (283.9

tims) and Charleston (3,521 victims) followed at second and
third. Berkeley County reported 1,760 victims, ranking 11th
in the state, and Dorchester County ranked 13th with 1,602
victims.

There was a 13% net increase in victimization involving
romantic partners over the course of the pve year study pe-
riod; this rise was an exception to the overall 7.6% decrease
in domestic victimization indicators from 2004 to the con-
clusion of the study in 2008. Despite this somewhat hopeful
trend, the SCDPS study concludes that domestic violence is
a omajor contributor to the overall problem of violent crime
in South Carolina.6 When 40% of all violent crime happens
in the context of our closest partnerships and family ties,
we know that we have a long way to go in making home safe
for everyone.

Sarah Baird, MSH Director of Program Services
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http://www.scdps.org/ojp/statistics/ReportDVinSCv7.pdf
http://www.scdps.org/ojp/statistics/ReportDVinSCv7.pdf
http://www.scdps.org/ojp/statistics/ReportDVinSCv7.pdf
http://www.vpc.org/press/0909wmmw.htm
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My Sister's House is fortunate to steadily receive community support
through monetary and in-kind donations, allowing us to meet the needs
of our clients. This generosity, along with diligent grant seeking, enables
us to maintain staff, programs and services in a time when many nonpropt
organizations struggle to function.

The board’s continued fund-raising focus aims to strengthen the
organizationis relationships with supporters to signipcantly increase
giving levels, which will allow us to better serve more domestic violence
victims.

The board expects this growth to begin during the new pscal year we
recently entered, thanks to major enhancements to our donor management
system and development coordination. We plan to launch
our prst-ever annual fund this fall, and we continue to plan

next year's capital campaign for a new emergency shelter.

But the soonest opportunity to support My Sister’s

House is to attend our annual Bubbly and Brew, set for

Thursday, October 7, 2010, 6-9 p.m., at Omar Shrine Temple

in Mount Pleasant. This year's festivities will outshine the

success of last year's event, which raised more than $10,000 to support our

programs and services. Tickets will be $50 in advance and $60 at the door.
Please mark your calendar and spread the word!

As always, | appreciate your continued support and welcome any ideas
to help My Sister’s House accomplish its mission.

After 21 years, | am still excited and enthusiastic about the services that
we continue to provide to domestic violence victims with their children.
The courage that these women continue to display is an extraordinary ex-
ample of what one can do if you just put your mind to it. Many times they
come to the shelter with no job, no car, no money and the clothes on their
backs. However, when they leave the shelter; they are feeling a sense of
independence that is hard for me to imagine. 1 am so proud to be a small
part of their ability to live a life free from abuse.

The challenges that we (the Board of Directors and Staff) face are
growing, but our challenges can never compare to the tremendous ones
that SURVIVORS face every day. Their
numerous challenges continue to re-
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work. Work that is extremely reward-

ing, ever changing, and it makes a dif-

ference in the lives of so many women

and their children. Know that the My
Sisteris House, Inc. Staff is totally committed to providing efpcient, effec-
tive, caring services to domestic violence victims in the Trident Commu-
nity.

I truly believe a quote by Rosanne Cash: “the key to change is to let go
of fear.” Once victims can get past that fear, | know that they can change
their lives for the better. After almost 30 years of service, we continue to
be thankful for the many volunteers that assist this organization in as-
sisting victims in their efforts to move from fear to action.
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