
 

  However, leaving home with a dog, cat, or other 
animal presents poses its own obstacles for the vic-
tim.  If the victim is going to stay with a friend or 
relative, she may not be able take the animal with 
her due to a variety of factors (other animals in the 
home, problems with landlord, allergies, etc.).  If she 
goes to stay in a shelter, she cannot take the animal 

with her because of 
child safety concerns 
and the welfare of the 
animal.  This presents 
an additional barrier 
to victims of domes-
tic violence who wish 
to leave; after endur-
ing abuse, it is dev-
astating to part with 
a loved pet, and dan-
gerous to leave the 
pet in the home.

To better address 
this need, and to pro-
mote the safety of 
both victims and their 
animal companions, 
My Sister’s House is 
happy to announce a 
new partner program 

with Pet Helpers.  This program will provide foster 
homes for animals that need a placement due to the 
owner leaving a domestic violence situation.  Foster 
homes will care for the animals up to 60 days while 
the owner is living in the shelter or transitioning 
to a new home.  If you are interested in becoming 
a foster home for animals, please contact Kristi at 
744-3242 or kristi@mysistershouse.com.  My Sis-
ter’s House will be having a joint orientation with 
Pet Helpers in the near future for potential foster 
homes.   

Sarah Baird, Director of Program Services
Kristi Cogswell, DSS Liaison
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According to the American Humane Society, over 
70 million households include companion animals.  
It’s easy to understand the attraction:  pets provide 
love, security, company, and entertainment.  Many 
of us consider our dogs, cats, birds, or other animals 
to be part of our family.  

But unfortunately, this deep bond can become a 
tool that abusers use 
against their victims.  
Pets often become pri-
mary targets in homes 
where domestic vio-
lence occurs.  The abus-
er threatens, harms 
or kills family pets to 
show control and to 
send a warning:  I have 
the power of life and death.  
You could be next.   

This is not an idle 
threat.  Studies indi-
cate that in over 80% 
of homes with pets in 
which domestic abuse 
is occurring, the pet is 
hurt or killed.    In fact, 
domestic violence is a 
factor in 13% of all ani-
mal abuse cases.  

South Carolina legislators are considering a bill 
that will allow a victim to petition for her animal’s 
safety too when she requests an order of protection 
against her abuser.  House Bill 3117 was introduced 
in 2009 and is currently pending in the Judiciary 
Committee.  If passed, this provision will help vic-
tims who are reluctant to leave the abusive situation 
because they fear for the safety of their pets.  The 
abuser will not be able to use the pet as a pawn to 
manipulate the victim into staying, because she can 
obtain the legal right to take the animal with her.  

  Don’t Forget About Me:
Pets and Domestic Violence

http://www.pethelpers.org/


The board continues to develop a fundraising strategy in 
preparation to for an annual fund beginning as early as 
this fall and a 2011 capital campaign for a new shelter.

Work is well underway for our annual Bubbly and Brew 
event, set for Thursday, October 7, 2010, 6-9 p.m., at 
Omar Shrine Temple in Mount Pleasant. We anticipate 
this year’s festivities to top last year’s success, which 
raised more than $10,000 to support our programs and 
services. And we are absolutely thrilled to have a volun-
teer coordinator, Kathryn Smith, managing the planning 
and execution of this year’s shindig. Tickets will be $50 
in advance and $60 at the door. Please mark your calendar 
and spread the word!

Also, watch your email for a request to support our $5 in 
5 Days campaign. Beginning May 5, we’re asking any-
one and everyone we know to contribute as little as $5 
through a simple online transaction in an effort to raise 
$10,000 in þve days. We raised more than $7,000 through 
a similar effort last summer, so we hope we can hit the 
mark this year. You can help by passing the email to all 
your contacts.

Finally, I’d like to thank longtime volunteer Abby Him-
melein for planning two spectacular fundraisers this 
spring for My Sister’s House. The chamber music concert 
at the Unitarian Church of Charleston in March raised 
more than $2,000, and Two Violins, the violin duo perfor-
mance Friday, April 30, at the residence at 8 Legare Street 
downtown promises to be a wonderful evening beneþting 
our organization.  As always, I appreciate your continued 
support and welcome any feedback to help My Sister’s 
House accomplish its mission.
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From the President’s Desk

     2

Adam Ferrell
MSH Board President

“The ultimate expression of generosity is not in giving of what 
you have,  but in giving of who you are.”  Johnnetta B. Cole

Volunteers are wonderful and the My 
Sister’s House, Inc. volunteers are absolutely 
AWESOME!  Abby Himmelein, the volunteer 
who spearheaded the event that was held on 
March 26, 2010, is every organization’s dream 
volunteer.  The Social Justice Committee and the 
Fine Arts Committee of the Unitarian Church 
of Charleston planned and hosted the event at 
the Unitarian Church. The melodious sounds of 
the Charleston Chamber Players (Mark Gainer 
on Oboe, Jessica Hull-Dambaugh on Flute, and 
Damian Kremer on Cello) were excellent and 
the music was beautiful.  The beneþt concert 
was very well attended and it may be an annual 
event.  

After the concert, we gathered in Gage Hall 
for an Art Show and After Party.  The wine and 
desserts were delicious.  Now, tell me where you 
would have been able to enjoy such a delightful 
evening for $11.00 per person!  

Thanks again to all of you who worked on 
and attended this event and in particular to 
the Unitarian Church of Charleston, Diane 
Narkunas, Joanna Innes, and Cisco Lindsey.  My 
Sister’s House, Inc. is grateful to its supporters 
for their ongoing support since 1980!

Greetings from 
the Executive Director

Elmire Raven, M.A.
Executive Director




